7 July 2019 Dry Island Butterfly Count
Charles Bird, Compiler

Location: Dry Island Buffalo Jump Provincial Park, Red Deer River valley, east of Huxley.
This was the 20th annual Butterfly Count in the Park. Folks gathered at the Upper Viewpoint/Parking Lot at 10 AM. Again, it was overcast up there and few butterflies were seen. After introductions and a short talk, we drove down to the picnic area. We had light overcast followed by scattered cloud and sun. The temperature ranged from 18-24 C. We roamed around the picnic area, then had lunch at noon. Following lunch, we had short talks by John Acorn, David Lawrie, Vic Romanyshyn, Tim Schowalter, Dragomir Vujnovic, Diane Pachal and Charley Bird. After that, we had the traditional group photograph (taken by Dragomic Vujnovic). Then we divided up into four teams, one lead by John Acorn, one by David Lawrie, one by Tim Schowalter and by Charley Bird; each group checked out a different area – John uphill, David to the Dry Island, Tim to the east and Charley to the west. We were lucky to have two sunny breaks as the butterflies started flying whenever that happened. Wildflowers put on a good show. As usual, tiger lilies were everyone’s favorites. Mosquitoes were seldom a problem. Kilometers on foot estimated to be over 10. This count has been held annually since 1999.
The participants (51) were Benjamin (Benny)  Acorn, John Acorn, Elizabeth Bagdan, Tjarda Barratt, Charles Bird, Stephen Brennan, Amanda Brown, Matt Brown, Robert Brown, Shannon Brown, Bruce Christensen, Ben Carrol, Marc DeCnodder, Simone DeCnodder, Sophie Eyo, Shaye Hill, Allison Ireland, John Ireland, Tanner Kerchen, Wayne Kinsella, David Lawrie, Kristina Lipka, Kyla Lipka, Nolan Lipka, Teila Lipka, Claudia Lipski, Birthe McLean, Stacey McLean, Tara McLean, Dorothy Murray, Sandy Murray, Chris Olsen, Sharon Olsen, Brian Orr, Dianne Pachal, Chantal Payne, Chester Payne, Marie Payne, Thomasina Payne, Myrna Pearman, Chris Pfeifle, Colleen Raymond, Gerald Romanchuk, Vic Romanyshyn, Tim Schowalter, Bob Schreiber, Tracy Scott, Felix Sperling, Alex Steinhubl, Gabriel Steinhubl, Briana V., Brenda Van Der Busscle, Dragomir Vujnovic and  Lucas Wessner. 
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SPECIES OBSERVED – Twenty-nine were seen, excellent, but two less than last year. Four of these, Carterocephalus plaemon mandan, Erynnis icelus, E. persius and Oeneis uhleri are the first ever for the Count. The sighting of Oeneis uhleri  is also the first record for the Park. The names and order follow that of G.R. Pohl et al., 1020, An Annotated List of the Lepidoptera of Alberta, Canada (ZooKeys 38, 10549, Special Issue)

Epargyreus clarus (Silverspotted Skipper) – 1
Pyrgus communis (Checkered Skipper) – 4
*Erynnis icelus (Dreamy Duskywing) - 1

*Erynnis persius (Persius Duskywing) – 1
*Carterocephalus mandan (Arctic or Mandan Skipper) - 1

Oarisma garita (Garita Skipper) – 42
Polites mystic (Long Dash Skipper) - 1

Papilio machaon dodi (Dod’s  Old World Swallowtail) - 21

Papilio glaucus canadensis (Canadian Tiger Swallowtail) - 6
Colias philodice (Clouded Sulphur) – 4
Pieris rapae (Cabbage Butterfly) - 4
Pieris (Pontia) occidentalis (Western Checkered White) - 5
Satyrium liparops (Striped Hairstreak) – 3
Cupido (Everes) amyntula (Western Tailed Blue) – 11
Glaucopsyche lygdamus couperi (Silvery Blue) – 13
 Plebejus (Lycaeides) melissa (Melissa Blue) - 9

Aricia (Plebejus) saepiolus (Greenish Blue) – 12
Aricia shasta (Shasta Blue) – 11
Aglais (Nymphalis) milberti (Milbert’s Tortoiseshell) – 1

Limenitis arthemis rubrofasciata (White Admiral) – 12
Boloria bellona (Meadow Fritillary) - 1

Speyeria hesperis (Northwestern Fritillary) – 21
Speyeria callippe (Callippe Fritillary) - 1

Vanessa cardui (Painted Lady ) – 26
Phyciodes batesill (Tawny Crescent) - 3

Phyciodes cocyta (Northern Pearl Crescent) – 12
Phyciodes cocyta or batesii (Crescents) - 1

Coenonympha tullia inornata (Common Ringlet) – 64
Erebia epipsodea (Common Alpine) – 15

*Oeneis uhleri (Uhler’s Arctic) – 1

John Acorn, once again, kept track of the Odonates. Three dragonflies were observed: Sympetrum corruptum  (Variegated Meadowhawk),  Aeschna interrupta (Variable Darner) and Ohiogomphus severus (Pale Snaketail). One damselfly was seen – Enallagma annexum (Northern Bluet).
General comments: We had the largest ever turnout with 53 observers (49 last year and 47 the year before that. Twenty nine species of skippers and butterflies were seen and 309 individuals (last year there were 31 species and 415 individuals). We had four new species, Erynnis icelus, E. persius, Carterocephalus mandan and Oeneis uhleri. The four species are usually found earlier in the year.

The sighting of 26 Vanessa cardui (Painted Lady) butterflies was of interest as we had an influx of this species from the south this year. It had been seen on only two previous counts (8 in 2005 and one in 2017).The warmer, upper slopes were notably more productive than the lower areas. As this was a Provincial Park, we once again practiced catch, identify and release.

Once again, wildflowers put on a wonderful show. Elizabeth Bagdan kept  track of the species in bloom; Dodecatheon, wild onion, Canada Anemone, Yarrow, alsike clover, red osier dogwood, chickweed, cream-colored vetchling, goat’s-beard, wild sarsaparilla, wild mustard, yellow flax, alumroot, yellow sweet clover, fringed loosestrife, black medick, groundsel, owl’s clover, umbrella-plant,  arnica, brown-eyed susan, heart-leaved alexanders, false dandelion, prickly-pear cactus, tiger lily, scarlet mallow, three-flowered avens, buckbrush, wild rose, blue flax, blue vetch, harebell, beard’s-tongue, bergamot, blue-eyed grass and prairie coneflower.
The large number of species found in the Park to date indicates that it may be one of the more biodiverse areas in Alberta. This provides strong support for the setting aside of the area as a Provincial Park where it receives special protection from agricultural and other commercial activities.
NOTE: This has been the twentieth year that the writer has organized and compiled the Dry Island Counts.  Should they continue, John Acorn and David Lawrie have agreed to assume these roles. Special thanks are extended to them, and others, for their able and generous help in the past.
